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I am called as a teacher, communicating my profound love and extensive knowledge of biblical 
studies, church history, theology, Anglican studies, and liturgy in a way that empowers laypeople of 
all ages and abilities to be discerning students of scripture, Christian tradition, and contemporary 
theological reflection.

• My academic background is extensive. I have an M.Phil. from St. Mary’s Divinity College 
at the University of St. Andrews in Scotland, and in June of 2006, I expect to finish a Ph.D. 
dissertation entitled Freed to Serve: The Concept of ‘Freedom’ in the Writings of St. Paul. As 
a teacher, I strive to present even complicated concepts in a way that makes them accessible 
and interesting by using a great deal of humor and non-technical language.

• With the Rev. John de Beer, who was among the creators of the Education for Ministry 
program, I have created a three-part arc of adult formation programs serving a range of 
people, from the unchurched and dischurched to longtime church members. We are in the 
process of negotiating with Church Publishing to make these formation programs widely 
available for congregational use.

o Connect? is a six-week course that uses the liturgy of the Eucharist as a framework 
in which to explore in large-group presentations and small-group discussions what it 
might mean to become part of a Christian community. The central message of 
Connect? is one of grace: that Jesus’ invitation to abundant life is for all and is 
unconditional.

o Commit? is a twelve-week course, themed around the Baptismal Covenant, to help 
people explore their sense of vocation as baptized Christians whose story is part of 
the larger story of God’s people.

o Covenant! is a six-month course in small groups, which come to serve as 
communities of support for participants to develop a personal rule of rhythm of life 
that is nourishing to them spiritually, emotionally, mentally, and physically.

• In my role as a theologian for the church, I was invited to present with the Rt. Rev. Gene 
Robinson and Rabbi Stephen Greenberg a two-day workshop providing clergy and laity of 
the Diocese of New Hampshire with an introduction to postmodernism and the issues it 
raises for biblical exegesis, which led participants into a discussion of issues of human 
sexuality in an increasingly postmodern culture.

I am called as a witness to Jesus’ prophetic word and the Spirit’s work among us. In preaching, 
I try not only to make the text’s message come alive for the congregation, but also to connect it in 
compelling ways to what the Spirit is doing today in the congregation, the community, and the 
world.

• I am author of “Dylan’s lectionary blog” (http://lectionary.sarahlaughed.net), a web log, or 
“blog,,” that each week offers reflections on readings for the upcoming Sunday in the 



lectionary. The blog has a regular readership of over two thousand per week, is regularly 
featured on “The Text This Week” (http://www.textweek.com), was named first in 
Beliefnet.com’s “Best Spiritual Blogs on the Internet” (http://www.beliefnet.com/story/151/
story_15149_1.html), and was named by Theology magazine in Britain (http://
theology.me.uk) as the top biblical interpretation site on the Internet.

• Preaching is one of my particular strengths; when I preach, ten to fifteen percent of the 
Sunday congregation typically chooses to download a copy of my sermon from the Internet 
(http://www.stmartinsinthefield.org/index.asp?pageid=178) following the service.

• I served on the Commission for Cultural Awareness and Racial Equality (C.A.R.E.) in the 
Diocese of Los Angeles, serving as a trainer and group facilitator in the diocesan Martin 
Luther King Day dialogues.

I am called as an evangelist in word and example, extending Jesus’ invitation to people where 
they are and within their cultural context.

• I am passionate about building Christian community among members of “postmodern 
generations,” those born in 1961 and later. I am president of Gathering the Next Generation, 
the network for members of “Generation X” in the Episcopal Church, and I serve as the staff 
support for 20s/30s ministry at St. Martin’s-in-the-Field, the parish at which I currently 
work.

• At St. Martin’s, I launched “Theology Happy Hour,” which meets in local pubs for freeform 
discussion of issues related to a life of faith. Its leaderless format and location in a place that 
is appealing to those with no prior positive experiences in a church setting has led to as 
many as 26 unchurched or dischurched people attending in a single meeting.

• I present Good News in language that is meaningful to postmodern generations, as in the six 
reflections I contributed to Get Up Off Your Knees: Preaching the U2 Catalog, from Cowley 
Publications (2003, now in its second printing). These short pieces weave together imagery 
from the bible, church tradition from the Desert Fathers through George Herbert, and 
popular culture, especially the songs of the rock band U2.

• I served on the New Congregations team of the national church’s 20/20 Task Force, as a 
liaison between the Task Force and Executive Council, and on the legislative strategy team 
for 20/20 at General Convention 2003.

I am called as pastor, priest, and leader, helping communities to discern their vocation and 
communicating a compelling vision of that vocation to energize members and leaders.

• In October of 2004, I became a postulant for the priesthood in the Diocese of Maryland. 
Having already completed seminary, I anticipate ordination to the transitional diaconate in 
April 2006, and ordination to the priesthood in October 2006.

• I serve on the Advisory Committee for the Pastoral Leadership Search Effort (PLSE), a Lilly  
Endowment-funded national initiative to encourage young vocations in the Episcopal 
Church.

• I am a liturgist who has authored experiential and multi-sensory liturgies of the Eucharist 
intended to reach out to unchurched members of “Generation X” and the younger 



“Millennial Generation,” as well as a more traditional liturgy of the Eucharist used in the 
final session of the Connect? course I designed; the latter is based on the liturgy of the 
Eucharist in the second-century document The Didache and on other early liturgies, 
conforms to the Order for Eucharist in the Book of Common Prayer, and takes place in the 
context of a full meal.

• I served on the design team for the “Count Me Faithful” program sponsored by Ministries 
with Young People at General Convention 2003. In particular, I was responsible for the 
segment of the program dealing with discernment and preparing young leaders to take an 
active role in Convention. Two young people from St. Martin’s whom I identified, trained, 
and encouraged took roles of national leadership: Aricia Williams, who composed and led 
noonday prayers for the House of Deputies, and Michaela French, who is currently serving 
on the Board of the Archives. I also authored the song, “I’m a Resolve at G.C.,” an homage 
to Schoolhouse Rock’s “I’m Just a Bill” that introduced young people and adults to the 
legislative process at Convention in a light-hearted and memorable way.

• I am a member of the national consultation of Emerging Women Leaders’ Initiative, an 
ecumenical initiative sponsored by the Alban Institute, Easum Bandy Associates, Emergent, 
and NavPress to bring together women in leadership of cutting-edge ministries in their 
traditions to incarnate Good News in our rapidly changing culture.

• At St. Martin’s, I played a key role in the parish’s strategic planning process, helping to 
design the process, leading several brainstorming groups for parishioners, and writing much 
of the strategic plan emerging from that process.

• As president of Gathering the Next Generation, I spearheaded the organization’s most 
successful fundraising campaign to date, raising $40,000 in six months, despite the 
organization’s having previously had no membership or mailing list.

• I serve on the Commission for the Prevention of Youth Suicide in the Diocese of Maryland.
• I am the first openly gay person to serve on staff at St. Martin’s, a conservative congregation 

that has repeatedly considered and declined to appear on the Diocese of Maryland’s list of 
parishes that are welcoming to LGBT people. In such a setting, and especially having come 
on staff shortly before General Convention 2003, I found many opportunities to engage in 
ministries of reconciliation and healing with those who felt alienated by General 
Convention’s more progressive actions. I preached the first sermon following General 
Convention, and conservative as well as progressive parishioners recognize me as a 
passionate minister of the Gospel.

• I served as a leader in the Diocese of Los Angeles’ reconciliation initiative, bringing together 
members of ministries represented by the Bishop’s Commission on Gay and Lesbian 
Ministry and members of the American Anglican Council for nine months of small group 
meetings to build relationships, listen to one another’s stories, and explore the catechism 
from the Book of Common Prayer as a framework to explore our shared faith and our 
particular understanding and experience of it.



Summary of experience

Academic history:
• Ph.D. degree expected June 2006, History, University of California, Los Angeles. C.Phil. 

awarded June 2001. Will Rogers Fellow. Dissertation title: Freed to Serve: The Concept of 
‘Freedom’ in the Writings of St. Paul.

• Yale Fellow in Religious Studies, Yale University, Fall 1993 – Spring 1996.
• M.Phil., St. Mary’s Divinity College, University of St. Andrews, Scotland, 1991. Recipient 

of the Matthew Black Prize for New Testament scholarship.
• B.A., magna cum laude, English, UCLA, June 1992. Phi Beta Kappa, College Honors, 

Regents Scholar, Alumni Scholar. 

Post-baccalaureate employment experience:
• Director of Christian Formation, St. Martin’s-in-the-Field Episcopal Church, March 2003 

– present. Current responsibilities include designing and coordinating formation programs 
for adults and youth, with particular emphasis on identifying, equipping, and caring 
pastorally for parish leaders. The position also requires regular preaching and teaching and 
serving alongside the rectors as an active member of the program staff to develop and 
implement the vision and mission strategy of the parish.

• Project Manager, Listening Hearts Ministries, June 2002 – December 2002. Served in a 
temporary position to supervise a complete redesign and relaunch of the website and launch 
of an online newsletter, a redesign of the ministry newsletter, a Lilly Foundation grant 
application, and a successful book proposal, and created opportunities for speaking and 
retreat facilitating for the executive director and other program leaders. Presented workshops 
and trained leaders and discerners for Listening Hearts and Grounded in God discernment 
ministries.

• Teaching Associate, History and Classics, University of California, Los Angeles, March 
1997 – June 2001. Taught classes in Greek literature and culture, early Christianity and its 
historical, religious, and cultural context, and the interplay of religion, science, and culture 
from the 18th century to the present.

• Training Facilitator and Technical Writer, Jet Propulsion Laboratories, June 2000 – June 
2001. Designed curricula and trained trainers for employee continuing education and 
professional development programs.

• Technical Support Associate, EarthLink Network, June 1996 – June 1997. Provided 
technical support for Internet services for Macintosh and Windows platforms.

• Technical Support Worker, Yale University Microcomputer Support Center, September 
1993 – June 1996. Provided technical and networking support for Yale staff, students, and 
faculty.

• National Advertising Manager, The Advocate magazine, December 1992 – August 1993. 
Prepared marketing materials and sold advertising. Left to become a Yale Fellow in 
Religious Studies.

• Advertising Manager, Cordova Publications, June 1992 – December 1992. Temporary 
position during an employee’s leave of absence.


